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City of Los Angeles Office of Finance Announces Tax Amnesty Program 
 
Los Angeles (August 30, 2013) – The City of Los Angeles Office of Finance today announced the Tax Amnesty 
Program, which applies to various city taxes.  The amnesty program is a business friendly opportunity for businesses that 
owe back taxes or have not registered with the City of Los Angeles to avoid up to 40 percent in penalty fees.  This 
program is expected to generate approximately $5.5 million for the City, which will be used to pay for essential services 
such as public safety, libraries and parks. 
  
“This business friendly program will assist those businesses that may have fallen behind in their payments or have not 
previously registered with the City,” said Antoinette Christovale, Director of Finance/City Treasurer. “By participating 
in this program, businesses can save substantial costs and support essential services that make our city safe and 
sustainable.”   
  
The Tax Amnesty Program runs from September 1 through December 2, 2013.  Businesses with unpaid taxes or under 
reported gross receipts or those who have not registered with the Office of Finance can clear their tax records without 
paying any of the normally required penalties, which can amount up to 40 percent of the principal due.   
 
Every business in the City of Los Angeles, regardless of where it is located, usually owes business taxes.  The following 
City taxes qualify for amnesty: 
 

 Business Tax 
 Telephone, Electricity & Gas Users Tax 
 Commercial Tenant’s Occupancy Tax 
 Transient Occupancy Tax 
 Parking Occupancy Tax 

 
Following the Tax Amnesty Program, the Office of Finance will utilize various enforcement programs, as applicable, to 
identify unregistered businesses and to collect delinquent tax liabilities from non-compliant businesses.  One example is 
the successful data-sharing program with the Office of Finance and the California State Franchise Tax Board.  Since 
2001, the Office of Finance has added over 169,000 businesses to the City of Los Angeles tax rolls and collected $170 
million in tax revenue to date due to this enforcement program. 
 
To take advantage of the amnesty program, call the Office of Finance at (213) 473-5901 weekdays from 8:00 am to 5:00 
pm or go to finance/lacity.org/amnesty.  Payments can be made directly on-line at the City’s web site. 
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