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Summary
This bill, under the Personal Income Tax Law (PITL) and the Corporation Tax Law (CTL),
would create the Share Our Values Tax Credit, as specified.
Recommendation – No position.
Summary of Amendments
The August 15, 2019, amendments reduced the aggregate amount of credits that can
be allocated and added carryover language.
As a result of these amendments, the “This Bill,” and “Economic Impact” sections in the
department’s analysis of the bill as amended May 20, 2019, June 12, 2019,
June 25, 2019, and July 11, 2019, have been revised and one of the “Policy Concerns”
has been resolved. The remainder of that analysis still applies. The “Fiscal Impact”
section and remaining “Policy Concerns” is restated for convenience.
This Bill
For each taxable year beginning on or after January 1, 2020, this bill would, under the
PITL and the CTL, create the Share Our Values Tax Credit that would allow a credit
equal to the applicable percentage of qualified expenditures for the production of a
qualified motion picture in California. Credit amounts would be allocated and
certified by the Commission. No credit would be allowed for any otherwise qualified
expenditures to the extent that another Motion Picture Credit has been claimed for
the same expenditures.1 The credit would be allowed for the taxable year the
Commission issues the credit certificate and the amount of credit allowed to a

1

Sections 17053.85, 17053.95, 17053.98, 23685, 23695, or 23698.
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qualified taxpayer would be limited to the amount specified in the credit certification
issued by the Commission.
The applicable percentages would be:
•

20 percent of the qualified expenditures, up to $100 million in qualified
expenditures per feature or television series season, attributable to the
production of a qualified motion picture in California including, but not limited
to, a feature or a television series that relocated to California that is in its second
or subsequent years of receiving an allocation for this tax credit.

•

25 percent of the qualified expenditures attributable to the production of a
qualified motion picture in California where the qualified motion picture is a
television series that relocated to California in its first year of receiving an
allocation of this tax credit.

•

25 percent of the qualified expenditures, up to $10 million, attributable to the
production of a qualified motion picture that is an independent film.

The applicable credit percentage for the 20 percent category, detailed above, could
be increased by 5 percent of qualified expenditures relating to:
•

Original photography outside of the Los Angeles zone.

•

Qualified visual effects attributable to the production of a qualified motion
picture in California.

An additional credit in the amount of 10 percent of qualified wages paid for services
performed relating to original photography outside of the Los Angeles zone to
qualified taxpayers that reside within California but outside of the Los Angeles zone
would be allowed for the production of a qualified motion picture within California
where the applicable credit percentage is 20 percent.
This bill would incorporate the definitions in the current Motion Picture Credit 2 with the
exception of the following definitions:
o “Jobs ratio” would mean the amount of qualified wages paid to qualified
individuals divided by the amount of tax credit, not including any additional
credit allowed relating to original photography outside the Los Angeles
zone(pursuant to subparagraphs (D) and (E) of paragraph (4) of subdivision (a),
as computed by the Commission. For the purposes of the calculation of the
jobs ratio only, 70 percent of qualified expenditures for visual effects paid to

2

Sections 17053.95 and 23695.
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third-party vendors for work performed in California shall be deemed to be
qualified wages paid to a qualified individual.
o ”Qualified motion picture” would mean:
o A motion picture that is produced for distribution to the general public,
regardless of medium, that is one of the following:
o A feature with a minimum production budget of one million dollars
($1,000,000).
o A miniseries consisting of two or more episodes, each longer than
40 minutes of running time, exclusive of commercials, that is produced in
California, with a minimum production budget of one million dollars
($1,000,000) per episode.
o A new television series of episodes longer than 40 minutes each of
running time, exclusive of commercials, that is produced in California,
with a minimum production budget of one million dollars ($1,000,000) per
episode.
o An independent film.
o A television series that relocated to California.
o A pilot for a new television series that is longer than 40 minutes of running
time, exclusive of commercials, that is produced in California, and with a
minimum production budget of one million dollars ($1,000,000).
o Additionally, to qualify as a “qualified motion picture,” all of the following
conditions shall be satisfied:








At least 75 percent of the principal photography days occur wholly
in California or 75 percent of the production budget is incurred for
payment for services performed within the state and the purchase
or rental of property used within the state.
Production of the qualified motion picture is completed within
30 months from the date on which the qualified taxpayer’s
application is approved by the Commission. For purposes of this
section, a qualified motion picture is “completed” when the
process of postproduction has been finished.
The copyright for the motion picture is registered with the United
States Copyright Office pursuant to Title 17 of the United States
Code.
Principal photography of the qualified motion picture commences
after the date on which the application is approved by the
Commission, but no later than 180 days after the date of that
approval if the qualified motion picture has a budget with qualified
expenditures of less than one hundred million dollars ($100,000,000),
and no later than 240 days after the date of that approval in the
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case of a qualified motion picture with a budget of qualified
expenditures with at least one hundred million dollars
($100,000,000), unless death, disability, or disfigurement of the
director or of a principal cast member; an act of God, including,
but not limited to, fire, flood, earthquake, storm, hurricane, or other
natural disaster; terrorist activities; or government sanction has
directly prevented a production’s ability to begin principal
photography within the prescribed 180- or 240-day
commencement period.
The qualified motion picture relocated to California from a state
that has pending legislation or existing law that prohibits access to,
criminalizes the provision of, or otherwise restricts a woman’s access
to abortion services after eight weeks from the beginning of the
pregnancy or earlier or the qualified taxpayer chose to pay or incur
qualified expenditures in California rather than in a state that has
pending legislation or existing law that prohibits access to,
criminalizes the provision of, or otherwise restricts a woman’s access
to abortion services after eight weeks from the beginning of the
pregnancy or earlier.

“Qualified taxpayer” would have the same meaning as under the current law
definition of the California Motion Picture credit, except that the qualified taxpayer
additionally would be required to include on the written credit application a
narrative summary describing how the qualified taxpayer, and any relevant
activities during the production period, shares California’s values with regard to
women’s reproductive rights.
The aggregate amount of credits that may be allocated for a fiscal year is
$50,000,000, plus any unused allocation amounts from prior fiscal years, for the
2020-2021 fiscal year and each fiscal year thereafter, through and including the
2024-2025 fiscal year. These credits would generally be allocated to the highest jobs
ratio, working down the list, until the credit amount is exhausted.
If the Commission determines the “job ratio” has been reduced by more than
ten percent for a qualified motion picture, the Commission shall reduce the amount of
credit allowed by an equal percentage, unless the “qualified taxpayer” demonstrates
that reasonable cause exists for the jobs ratio reduction. If the “job ratio” has been
reduced by more than 20 percent, the Commission shall not accept the application,
unless the “qualified taxpayer” demonstrates that the reduction was due to
reasonable cause.
The Commission on or after July 1, 2025, may allocate any previously allocated credits
not certified that have not previously been added to credit amounts available for
allocation.
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This bill would require the Commission, among other requirements, to:
•
•

•

•

Allocate and certify tax credits to applicants.
Establish a procedure for applicants to file with the Commission a written
application, on a form jointly prescribed by the Commission and the Franchise
Tax Board (FTB) for the allocation of the tax credit.
Annually provide the Legislative Analyst’s Office, the FTB, and the California
Department of Fee and Tax Administration with a list of qualified taxpayers and
the tax credit amounts allocated to each qualified taxpayer. The list shall
include the names and taxpayer identification numbers, including taxpayer
identification numbers of each partner or shareholder, as applicable, of the
qualified taxpayer.
Annually post specified information on its internet website.

Credits in excess of the tax liability could be carried forward for up to nine years.
Implementation Considerations
Department staff has identified the following implementation considerations for
purposes of a high-level discussion; additional concerns may be identified as the bill
moves through the legislative process. Department staff is available to work with the
author’s office to resolve these and other concerns that may be identified.
The bill would allow a credit to those taxpayers who demonstrate that they have
relocated to California from a state that has pending legislation or existing law that
prohibits access to, criminalizes the provision of, or otherwise restricts a woman’s
access to abortion services after eight weeks of pregnancy or earlier. However, the
bill fails to specify that the move must be in the year that the restriction was introduced
or passed. As a result, those taxpayers that are currently located in California, but
were previously located in a state that had the limitation on abortion described
above, regardless of if the limitation occurred after the taxpayer’s relocation to
California, would be entitled to the credit. If this is contrary to the author’s intent, the
bill should be amended.
This bill uses terms that are undefined, i.e., “pending legislation.” The absence of
definitions to clarify these terms could lead to disputes with taxpayers and would
complicate the administration of this bill. The author may want to amend the bill to
clearly define the terms.
It is recommended that the bill be amended to grant the FTB regulatory authority for
purposes of administering this bill’s provisions, and an exemption from the rulemaking
procedures required under the Administrative Procedures Act (APA).
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Fiscal Impact
This bill would not significantly impact the department’s costs.
Economic Impact
Revenue Estimate
This bill would result in the following revenue loss:
Estimated Revenue Impact of AB 1442 as Amended August 15, 2019
Assumed Enactment after June 30, 2019
($ in Millions)
Fiscal Year

Revenue

2019-2020

$0.0

2020-2021

-$1.5

2021-2022

-$7.7

This analysis does not account for changes in employment, personal income, or gross
state product that could result from this bill or for the net final payment method of
accrual.
Revenue Discussion
This bill would allow the California Film Commission to annually allocate $50 million in
Share Our Values tax credits to productions moving to California beginning on or after
July 1, 2020, and before July 1, 2025. The timing and usage of the credit is based on
the current movie credit activity. It is assumed that the first $50 million allocation would
occur on July 1, 2020, and approximately $19 million of this allocation would be
certified by 2021 and the remaining $31 million would be certified over the next several
years. It is assumed that any unused allocations would be returned to the California
Film Commission and re-allocated as specified in the bill. Of the certified amounts, it is
assumed that production companies would use 20 percent, or $4 million in the year
generated and the remainder would be used in the subsequent nine years. Because
the August 15, 2019, amendment adds a nine year carryover period, this allows
additional time for a taxpayer to adjust credit usage for tax planning purposes. It is
assumed that 99 percent of the credit would be used by corporations and the
remaining one percent would be used by personal income taxpayers.
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The tax year estimates are converted to fiscal year estimates, and then rounded to
arrive at the amounts shown in the above table. It is estimated that credit usage
would peak in fiscal year 2026, at $36 million.
Policy Concerns
This bill lacks a sunset date. Sunset dates generally are provided to allow periodic
review of the effectiveness of the credit by the Legislature.
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