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Scope of VITA/TCE 
The VITA/TCE program provides assistance to individuals with limited income 
who need help completing simple federal and state income tax returns. Non-
resident and part-year resident tax returns can be complex. This manual 
excludes instructions for the California long or short Form 540NR. This 
manual limits instructions to California resident tax returns only.  
Generally, volunteer sites open as early as January 15 and provide 
assistance through April 15 each year. In all cases, VITA/TCE sites do not 
charge for assistance. 
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What’s New for 2016? 

State EITC 
Earned Income Tax Credit (CA EITC) limits have been re-indexed. The CA 
EITC is "refundable," meaning that you will receive a refund if the amount of 
the credit is greater than the tax you owe. This credit is available to 
California households with adjusted gross incomes of less than $6,718 if 
there are no qualifying children, less than $10,088 if there is one qualifying 
child or less than $14,162 if there are two or more qualifying children. 

Standard Deduction Amounts: 
 Single and married filing separately - $4,129.
 Married filing jointly/RDP, head of household, and qualifying

widow(er) - $8,258.

Exemption Credit Amounts Changed: 
 For dependents - $344
 For personal, senior, and blind - $111

Reminders 

Child and Dependent Care Expenses Credit 
For taxable years beginning on or after January 1, 2011, the Child and 
Dependent Care Expenses Credit is nonrefundable. The information has been 
moved from the payment section to the tax and credit section of the 540. 

Use Tax Table 
For purchases less than $1,000, a use tax table based on California AGI is 
included in the 540 Booklet. 

Capital Gain Exclusion 
California conforms to capital gain exclusion amounts for sale of personal 
residence by a surviving spouse/RDP. 

Computer Based Training 
The VITA/TCE computer based training (CBT) quiz and test are offered as a 
supplement or alternative to classroom training at a basic certification level. 
Find the CBT online at 
https://www.ftb.ca.gov/individuals/vita/Training_Course/mainmenu.aspx or 
search the volunteer program webpage at 
https://www.ftb.ca.gov/individuals/vita/index.shtml?WT.mc_id=Ind_Sidebar
_VITA.  

https://www.ftb.ca.gov/individuals/vita/Training_Course/index.asp
https://www.ftb.ca.gov/individuals/vita/index.shtml?WT.mc_id=Ind_Sidebar_VITA
https://www.ftb.ca.gov/individuals/vita/index.shtml?WT.mc_id=Ind_Sidebar_VITA
https://www.ftb.ca.gov/individuals/vita/Training_Course/MainMenu.aspx

	VITAReturnButton: 


