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SUBJECT: Grant Information Act OF 1999/ G ant Includes State Agency Requests For

Proposal s

SUMVARY OF BILL

This bill would create the Grant Information Act of 1999 and require all state
agencies to include a listing of all grants and applicable fornms adm ni stered by
that state agency on its Internet website.

SUMVARY OF AMENDMENT

The March 25, 1999, anendnents woul d provide that “grant” means a solicited or
unsolicited proposal, including both a request for proposals (RFP) and a request
for applications (RFA), to furnish assistance to another entity so that the
latter entity may carry out its own program The amendnments al so woul d specify
that a grant does not include the procurenent of goods or services for a state
agency or the acquisition, construction, alteration, inprovenent, or repair of
real property for a state agency. The departnent did not analyze this bil
before this anmendnent.

EFFECTI VE DATE

This bill would be effective on January 1, 2000.

SPECI FI C FI NDI NGS

In March of 1995, CGovernor WIson issued an executive order requiring all state
agencies to provide public information on the Internet. The California
Government website was established all owi ng agencies to conply with the executive
order and provide agency information on the California Governnment website w thout
having to devel op an i ndependent website of their own. The Franchi se Tax Board
(FTB) was the first departnment to conmply with the order by providing genera
information and forns on the Internet. FTB has established its own website to
nore easily custom ze data and gather statistics on information requests.

As the departnment devel ops new prograns and/ or maintains current prograns, issues
are identified that require assistance fromoutside contractors. Currently, to
obtain a conpetent contractor to resolve a specific issue requires that the
department devel op a “request for proposal” which identifies the specific issue
the department would like to resolve. Once the departnment has finalized its
“request for proposal,” it submts a query to General Services, which provides
the department a bidders list containing contractors qualified to resolve the
pertinent issue.
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Upon receiving the bidders list, the departnment sends each prospective bidder a
copy of the “request for proposal,” at which tinme the prospective bidder can
submt a bid offer including an explanation regardi ng how the bidder plans on
resolving this issue. This process is continued until the departnent selects a
prospective contractor and thus finalizes an agreenent.

This bill would create the Grant Information Act of 1999 and require that al
state agencies include a listing of all grants and all applicable grant request
fornms adm ni stered by that state agency on its Internet website.

This bill would provide that the state agency shall make the grant and applicabl e
forminformation available on its Internet website on or before July 1, 2000, or
within six nmonths of establishing their site.

This bill would provide that a state agency advise individuals calling the state
agency about grant information of the availability of the information on the
Internet and that public libraries have Internet access.

This bill would define a “grant” as a solicited or unsolicited proposal,
including, but not Iimted to, a request for proposals and a request for
applications, to furnish assistance to another entity so that the latter may
carry out its own program The termwould not include the procurenent of goods
or services for a state agency nor the acquisition, construction, alteration

i nprovenent, or repair of real property for a state agency.

| npl emrent ati on Consi derati ons

This bill would provide that a “grant” includes any solicited or unsolicited
proposals, not limted to a RFP or an RFA, that assists another entity carry
out its program As a result, this bill could be interpreted to require the

FTB to include on its website information sharing arrangenents wi th other
tax agencies (including the Internal Revenue Service) and non-tax debt
col l ection agreenents and responsibilities as authorized or required by
statute (unsolicited proposals). These agreenents may include confidenti al
i nformati on, which would be disclosed on the Internet. |f the author does
not intend this bill to apply to such information, it is suggested the

aut hor expand the list of itens excluded fromthe definition of the term
“grant” to include any solicited or unsolicited proposals that contain
confidential information

FI SCAL | MPACT

Depart nental Costs

This bill would not significantly inpact the departnent’s costs.

Tax Revenue Esti mate

To the extent this bill could violate the information sharing agreenment with
the I nternal Revenue Service, the revenue generated by this agreenent could
be in jeopardy.

BOARD PCSI TI ON

Pendi ng.



